
Non-Binding Resolution—Creation of Recreation Resources 
Committee—6/12/18 

 

“ARTICLE XX: Non-binding Resolution – Creation of Recreation Resources Committee 

To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following non-binding resolution, or take any action 
thereon: 

WHEREAS, the Town of Southborough has a demand for more recreation facilities and 
other recreation assets (together, “Recreation Resources”) than the Town can currently 
afford to purchase and/or support; and 

WHEREAS, it does not appear that significant additional Town financial resources will be 
available in the near future to meet this demand; and 

WHEREAS, there are a number of non-Town entities (including St. Mark’s School, The Fay 
School, the MWRA, DCR, the Southborough Open Land foundation and others) that own or 
control property, assets or facilities in Southborough that are used or could be used for 
various recreational purposes; and 

WHEREAS, there are a number of entities operating in towns near Southborough 
(particularly the abutting towns of Ashland, Framingham, Hopkinton, Marlborough, 
Northborough and Westborough) that own or control property, assets or facilities that are 
used or could be used for various recreational purposes and that could potentially be 
engaged in some type of “shared-access” agreement with Southborough for such property, 
assets or facilities; and 

WHEREAS, a more coordinated planning and management of current and potential 
community-wide, or region-wide, recreational resources could provide improved access to 
recreational resources for Southborough residents; and   

WHEREAS, to date, the existing planning and management entities of the Town that might 
address this issue, including the Board of Selectmen and the Recreation Commission, have 
not had the resources or the priority for producing a comprehensive approach to this issue 
by searching more systematically for collaborative community-wide or region-wide 
solutions to this problem.  

Therefore, be it RESOLVED, that the 2019 Annual Town Meeting: 

ACKNOWLEDGES that a more comprehensive and community-wide and/or region-wide 
approach to addressing the development of and access to recreational resources available 
for use by Town residents could produce valuable results for the citizens of the Town; and 

REQUESTS that the Board of Selectmen, at their next meeting after this Town Meeting, 
create an ad hoc Recreation Resources Committee, consisting of seven (7) voting members 
plus two ad hoc non-voting members as follows: 

 two (2) members representing the citizens at large, selected by the Board of 
Selectmen;  

 two (2) members of the Recreation Commission, selected by the Recreation 
Commission; 

 one (1) member of the Planning Board, selected by the Planning Board; 
 one (1) member of the Conservation Commission, selected by the Conservation 

Commission; 



 one (1) member of the Advisory Committee, selected by the Advisory Committee; 
 the Recreation Director, as an ad hoc, non-voting member;  
 one (1) member of the School Committee, selected by the School Committee, as an 

ad hoc, non-voting member 
; and 
 
FURTHER REQUESTS that the Board of Selectmen, no later than sixty (60) days after the 
creation of the Recreation Resources Committee as requested above, completes the 
appointment process for the members of this committee; and 
 
FURTHER REQUESTS that the Board of Selectmen, establishes the charge to this 
committee including, but not limited to: 

 Creating and maintaining a current, ongoing community-wide and/or region-wide 
inventory of existing and potential recreational resources of all types potentially 
available for use by Southborough residents, including relevant information for each, 
such as location, characteristics, current and potential uses, capacity, ownership, etc. 
(with a target completion date for the initial inventory no later than 6 months after 
the committee is formed) 

 Creating and maintaining a plan for utilizing all such available resources in a way 
that is likely to be implementable for the benefit of Southborough residents (with a 
target completion date for the initial plan no later than 12 months after the 
committee is formed); 

 Planning and executing the process of initial and ongoing communication of the plan 
to Southborough residents and to Southborough government organizations; 

 Determining and recommending the initial and ongoing most advantageous next 
steps for implementation of a new/expanded approach for providing access for 
Southborough residents to additional recreational resources (with a target 
completion date for the initial recommendations no later than 18 months after the 
committee is formed); and 

 Working with the Board of Selectmen, the Recreation Commission and other 
applicable local and regional entities to implement the initial and ongoing phases of 
the initial plan and updated versions of the plan. 

; and 

FURTHER REQUESTS that the Board of Selectmen, requires that this committee provide a 
report of their activities to date and their progress to the Board of Selectmen no less 
frequently than every six (6) months, and that these reports be published in such places 
as on mysouthborough.com and/or the Town of Southborough website.” 

 
 
Summary: Creating a Recreation Resources Committee can identify opportunities for 
expanded access to recreation assets that the Town may not currently be in a position to 
afford.  This non-binding article seeks to gain a “sense of Town Meeting” relative to creation 
of this new committee, and thereby begin the process of a more comprehensive look at 
possible additional recreation assets for access by Town residents.” 

 


